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Assessment Questions (grades 9-12) 
   

Lesson I – Habitats and Wildlife 

1. 30.8 million acres in Illinois are used for agriculture.  Only 3.3 million 

acres are cities and towns.  Approximately what percent of Illinois 

acreage is an urban landscape? 

a. 50% 

b. 25% 

c. 10% 

d. 5% 

 

2. The largest biome on earth covers what percent of its surface? 

a. 70% 

b. 50% 

c. 90% 

d. 25% 

 

3. Comparing the niche of a cottontail rabbit and that of a red-tailed 

hawk, one might conclude 

a. red-tailed hawks consume plants for food and so does the 

cottontail rabbit. 

b. cottontail rabbits consume plants for food and the red-tailed 

hawk consumes the rabbit. 

c. they cohabitate peacefully 

d. they compete for the same resources 

 

4. Which of the following Illinois birds is most likely to eat fish and live in 

a wetland? 

a. cardinal 

b. robin 

c. red tailed hawk 

d. great blue heron 

 

5. Omnivores have advantages over carnivores because 

a. omnivores give birth to fewer young at one time 

b. omnivores can be generalists in their diets 

c. carnivores may eat omnivores 

d. omnivores have forward facing eyes 
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6. Illinois’ state amphibian, the tiger salamander is becoming 

endangered due to 

a. pollution in streams 

b. deforestation 

c. pond drying 

d. increased numbers of predators 

 

7. This Illinois reptile secretes a foul smelling liquid to discourage a 

predator from eating them 

a. skunk 

b. garter snake 

c. snapping turtle 

d. tiger salamander 

 

8. An American toad secretes a toxin from behind its eyes that 

a. keeps its skin moist 

b. is harmful if swallowed or gets in an animal’s eyes 

c. is used to make poison darts 

d. is totally harmless 

 

9. Deforestation in Illinois causes 

a. conflicts between animals and humans 

b. fewer habitats for wildlife 

c. more acres for agriculture 

d. all of the above 

 

10. Non-native species threaten ecosystems because 

a. they are not useful to the native species 

b. they overpopulate 

c. they compete for the same resources 

d. both b and c 

 
 


