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What is HeartWorm disease?
Heartworm disease is caused by Dirofilaria immitis, a parasite transferred to 
Dogs by a mosquito bite. This parasite lives and grows in the dog’s heart, 
causing severe organ damage and even death without treatment. 
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Symptoms of HW Disease?
Dogs: 
● Mild persistent cough 
● Reluctance to exercise
● Fatigue after moderate activity 
● Decreased appetite 
● Weight loss 
● Heart failure 
● Caval syndrome (sudden onset of labored breathing, pale gums, dark bloody urine) 



Symptoms of HW Disease?
Cats: 
● Coughing
● Asthma-like attacks
● Periodic vomiting
● Lack of appetite 
● Weight loss
● Fainting or seizures 
● Sudden death 



Good News: Heartworm Disease is Preventable!
Routine blood testing and Heartworm prevention medications will monitor and 
stop infections from happening. 

*Preventing heartworm disease is much cheaper and safer than treating an already 
existing infection. Treating an infection can cost more than $1000 while monthly 
prevention is so much more affordable! The University of Illinois does not endorse any commercial product. 

These products are not depicted in exchange for sponsorship.



MYTH:Year-round heartworm prevention is not 
needed, especially during colder months.
This is false. Although mosquitos are less prevalent during the winter, they 
can still survive and infect dogs during unseasonably warmer spells. 
Year-round medication will prevent the risk of infection and will help 
owners stay on track with regular dosing routines. 



Thank you to the American Heartworm Society for 
permission to use several images in this presentation.


