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Welcome to Hawk Talk!  Spring is coming and 
with the changing of the seasons comes excit-
ing changes in the Wildlife Medical Clinic. We 
have a new enthusiastic executive officer board 
(listed to the right), a new faculty member to 
welcome and our website is getting a fresh new 
look.  New cases and orphans are also coming 
to the clinic and everyone is preparing for our 
7th Annual Doodle for Wildlife fundraising 
event. 
 

In this issue, our featured article introduces 
you to Dr. Mark Mitchell, a new clinician in 
the Veterinary Teaching Hospital and an addi-
tional faculty advisor for the Wildlife Medical 
Clinic.  We have all enjoyed Dr. Mitchellõs 
mentorship and the energy he brings to the 
clinic and our academic lectures.  Get to know 

Dr. Mitchell in the article below written by 
an undergraduate volunteer, Kerry Spiewak.   
Also in this issue, learn about Brando, the 
Red Tailed Hawk, in the case report written 
by Amy Somrak, a second year veterinary 
student.  Finally, test your knowledge about 
groups of wildlife in our òDid You 
Know?ócorner. 
 

Thank you to all who have volunteered and 
donated to the WMC.  We greatly appreciate 
your contributions and look forward to an-
other great year.  Your support for the clinic 
helps support the local wildlife that makes 
this area special.  Please enjoy this issue of 
Hawk Talk! 

WMC Co-chairs,  
Allison Shobe and Stacy Hynes 

WELCOME! 

MEET DR. MITCHELL ñBY KERRY SPIEWAK, UIUC UNDERGRADUATE 

Dr. Mark Mitchell is 
the newest faculty advi-
sor for the Wildlife 
Medical Clinic. His role 
at the WMC is to men-
tor the volunteers on 
managing wildlife 
cases. After graduating 
from the UIUC Col-

lege of Veterinary Medicine in 1992, he 
received a Masterõs Degree from UIUC 
and PhD in epidemiology from LSU. His 
return to UIUC is very exciting for our 
Zoo and Wildlife Medicine programs. 
Adding another faculty member will ex-
pand the UIUCõs range of clinical service 
available and increase the number of 
courses offered in Zoo and Wildlife Medi-
cine. Dr. Mitchell currently teaches 
courses in reptile medicine and surgery, 
fish medicine, and a course called òWhatõs 
Your Diagnosis?ó that discusses wildlife 
case studies. He plans on incorporating 
more research into the WMC ð by collect-
ing information from the animal popula-

tion that is treated at our clinic, biologi-
cal and medical data can be compiled 
that will help the WMC to better man-
age cases and influence the entire field 
of wildlife medicine through published 
findings. Dr. Mitchell has a great range 
of reptile, amphibian, avian, fish, and 
mammal experience. A few examples of 
the animals heõs worked with are giant 
spiders, threatened species of bears, 
Galapagos tortoises, sharks, and marine 
iguanas. The students and faculty are 
very excited to welcome Dr. Mitchell 
back to UIUC ð he will certainly be a 
great asset to our college and commu-
nity! 

 

About the Author: 
Kerry is a junior animal sciences major 
at the university.  She is an active volun-
teer at the clinic and has been a tremen-
dous help in the resident program.  She 
plans to finish her degree and continue 
her education at the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine. 
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CASE SUMMARY:  

BRANDO THE RED TAILED HAWK 
BY AMY SOMRAK, CLASS 2010 
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DID YOU KNOWé?        

At the end of last August, a young adult male red tail hawk 

was found on the ground by a member of the community.  

The bird was unable to walk or fly, so he was brought to the 

Wildlife Medical Clinic for treatment.  The front desk staff 

paged the Wildlife volunteers who were on duty, and they 

gloved up and performed a physical exam on him to see if 

they could find what ailed him.   

He had come in depressed, lethargic and dehydrated, and the 

exam revealed nothing obvious like wounds or fractures, so 

a blood sample was taken to see how his internal organs and 

body systems were doing, and radiographs (x-rays or òradsó) 

of his body were ordered.  In the meantime, an intravenous 

(IV) catheter was placed in a leg vein to give him fluids and 

medications, and he was put in an incubator to make him 

more comfortable and to allow him to rest quietly.  He 

looked so pathetic, standing with his head hanging down 

almost to his feet, like a penguin tending an egg. 

The results of the bloodwork suggested that he had an infec-

tion.  The rads revealed seven small pieces of metal inside 

himñhe had been shot!  That was likely to have caused the 

infection.  Luckily, the shot pellets were not near any vital 

organs, so they were left in to see if he would heal without 

having to put him through surgery.  He was given anti-

inflammatory medicine and antibiotics.   

The volunteers of Team 7 tended to him daily, giving him 

his medications, feeding him, and cleaning up after him.  He 

responded quickly to treatment, and after only a couple days 

he was able to take his medications without the IV catheter, 

and he was moved to a large cage to finish recovering.  He 

continued to get stronger and more feisty in the weeks he 

spent in the Wildlife Medical Clinic, and he eventually over-

came the infection without needing surgery.  When he was 

ready to be released back into his natural environment, he 

was still wild enough not to require a stay at a rehab facility 

to re-learn how to be a red tail hawk.   

On October 22, the red tail hawk, nicknamed òBrando,ó was 

packed up in a carrier and driven out with Team 7 to Mead-

owbrook Park in Urbana, where he was released.  The car-

rier door was opened and we all stepped back to give him 

some room to make an exit.  He hesitated for a moment, but 

once he realized that he had a clear path to freedom, he shot 

out of the carrier and got altitude as quickly as possible.  We 

watched him fly until we lost sight of him entirely.    

Mike Witherspoon of  Team 7 releases 
Brando the red ta i l  hawk in Meadowbrook 

Park in Urbana. 
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For the past six years, the clinic has hosted  a silent auction dinner, Doodle for Wildlife, to raise 

much needed funds that support the clinicõs day-to-day operation. In the past, more than one-half of 

the WMC operating budget was raised through the Doodle event.  Local and national businesses donate 

items for auction, allowing all proceeds to go towards the Clinic. The term òDoodleó comes from the auc-

tioning of original celebrity doodleð art that was specifically created for this event. Recent contributors in-

clude Mario Andretti, Carol Burnett, Whoopi Goldberg, B.B. King, Donald Trump, and Robin Williams. In 

2007 some of the other items donated included travel packages, four-star dinners, sports memorabilia and 

tickets to national sporting events. In short, Doodle is not only a dinner, entertainment, and auction but it is 

a special way to help out your community and the wildlife that lives there.   

 The WMC is a non-profit organization that depends solely on fund-raising, donations, and grants for 

its operating budget.  The College of Veterinary Medicine donates the Clinic space and utilities but all testing, 

feed, treatments, and surgery costs are covered by the WMC budget.  Individual animal care is provided for 

by volunteers comprised primarily of veterinary students in their first three years of the veterinary school 

curriculum.  Donations are used to provide food as well as medical equipment and even diagnostic testing, 

specialist consultation, and therapeutic and surgical treatments to our patients. 
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Adopt A Resident Program  

Iõd like to adopt the following WMC resident animal(s): 

__ Odin, Red-Tailed Hawk: $65/year   __ Pistol, American Kestrel: $50/year 

__ Penelope, Eastern Screech Owl: $50/year  __ Nokomis, Great Horned Owl: $75/year 

__ For the student rate of $25/resident/year (please show proof of student membership) 

Adoption package includes a color photo, an information sheet on your resident, and a certificate of adoption. 

Donations  

Iõd like to make a tax-deductible donation to the WMC for $_____ 
For Adopt a Resident gifts or donations on behalf of someone else: 

Beneficiaryõs Name:       

Address:        

City/State/Zip Code:       

Help Illinoisõ Wildlife ð Support the Wildlife Medical Clinic!  

Wildlife Medical Clinic 

University of Illinois 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

1008 West Hazelwood Drive 

Urbana, Illinois 61801 
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