The Translational Biomedical Research Seminar Series at the University of lllinois College of Veterinary Medicine highlights
fundamental research discoveries with potential to be directly translated into impact on human and animal health and society.

One world health (conservation medicine)
in practice: Wildlife and habitats are not sterile
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Management of diseases and health in wildlife species is not “cured” by standard
treatments or vaccinations. Most, if not all, of the diseases affecting wildlife species
are best controlled by addressing the total health of the ecosystem — not just the
agent-host relationship. Assessing biodiversity is critical in the way we should
monitor healthy habitats. Bacteria, viruses, molds and other microscopic organisms
may be part of a healthy ecosystem. Veterinarians must adapt to continually changing
health issues regardless of where they practice their profession.
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