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Parkinson’s disease (PD) is the second most common neurode-
generative disease. Research in Parkinson’s disease has primarily
relied on models of chemically-induced dopaminergic neuronal loss
and genetically altered mice and invertebrates. These models have

- , proven inadequate in determining the molecular and genetic mech-
&) anisms underlying the spontaneous and gradual neuronal loss that

& 1—-—- | occurs with sporadic PD. Horses with pituitary pars intermedia

I__\ dysfunction (PPID, also referred to as equine Cushing’s disease)
7\ present with a spontaneous, progressive, age-related disease with
(‘f:%‘:‘“q loss of dopaminergic neurons. We hypothesize that the pathogen-

s .E"zjs;"‘ < esis of PPID may be mechanistically similar to that of PD, repre-
= S S _”9 senting a model of spontaneous dopaminergic neurodegeneration.
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