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The State We’re in, and Our Focus on the Future
By Herb Whiteley

With the financial woes of the state of lllinois in the headlines daily, | want you to know how our College
is responding to these challenging times.

For the fiscal year ending June 30, we’ll be returning 3.65 percent of our budget. For the fiscal year
beginning in July, we’ll be cutting considerably more, likely around 10 percent, or $2 million, though the
final amount is still unknown.

What | do know is that our College is visionary, collaborative, and strong. We will manage the many
changes ahead by staying focused on our priorities.

Above all, our top priority remains the quality of education for veterinary students—your future
colleagues.

Last year, our College launched the lllinois Integrated Veterinary Professional Curriculum. The process of
implementing this new program has been transformative for our College. Faculty members from the
basic and clinical sciences have forged unprecedented collaborations in the classroom. Students have
spent considerable time outside the classroom, experiencing veterinary medicine in immediate and
diverse settings. Everyone involved has provided feedback to help us shape and improve the curriculum.

Last year we also opened the Chicago Center for Veterinary Medicine, another major achievement for
our long-term visibility and success in better serving animal owners and the veterinary profession in
[llinois and recruiting students from underrepresented populations.

We accomplished these goals because of the bright minds and unwavering commitment of our faculty,
students, and staff and because the lllinois veterinary community partnered with us. Those same
resources will see us through the coming budget restrictions.

Thank you for your interest and support. If you would like more information on our budget situation or
would like to know how private giving makes a difference for students and the work of the College,
please contact me at dean@vetmed.illinois.edu.



